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Course Description

To this point in your education, you have probably written more essays than you can probably count, but have most likely been asked to read very few.  In this class, you will learn that an essay is not just something that a teacher asks you to write, is read once, gets graded, and then is consigned to oblivion forever.  Out in the real world, many people write to make a point every day.  Newspaper editorials, magazine articles, and even posts on Internet message boards are all examples of persuasive nonfiction.  And reasonable human beings actually enjoy reading them.   

In this class, our goal will be to become writers who are able to write an essay that those reasonable human beings would like to read.  This is a college-level course, and by the end of it, you will be able to write college-level papers.  To that end, we will be reading and analyzing texts from a wide variety of authors.  Specifically, we will be looking at how and why authors use the words they use to create meaning.

As per the College Board’s description of the course, AP Language “engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing.” This course is not designed solely to prepare you for the AP test. This course is designed to prepare you to write – success on the test will follow.

Objectives 
By the conclusion of this year, you will be able to do the following:
· Read and analyze a wide range of English language texts.  You will be able to identify the author’s purpose, and the means by which he or she achieves it.  You will be able to examine and evaluate the rhetorical strategies the author employs.

· Apply those rhetorical techniques to your writing.

· Create sustained, coherent, cohesive arguments.

· Write with clarity and grace. Know when you are using too many words, or too few.  Be able to vary sentence length, and master the use of different forms of sentences.
· Arrange your compositions logically and coherently.  Be able to develop a plan that will help you make your point to the reader in the best way possible.

· Use sufficient evidence to make an argument.

· Expand your vocabulary and understand the subtle nuances inherent in word choice.  

· Organize complex ideas and arguments around a central thesis.

· Learn that revision isn’t a chore; it is an integral stage in the creation of a quality essay.

· Understand and identify tone, and evaluate what tone is most effective for specific topics and audiences.  

· Become effective and discriminating researchers with the ability to synthesize a wide variety of sources into a cohesive essay (and learn to cite your sources, such as pictures, film and television, web content, music, etc. 

Course Materials

In order for you to learn to write, it will first be necessary for you to have something to write about.  To that end, the essays and other texts we read will be drawn from an eclectic mix of sources, mostly American, but also including other English authors when they are relevant, and they will cover a variety of topics, from science and technology to history and philosophy to mass media and popular culture. This will provide you with a deep well of background knowledge which you will be able to use to make comparisons, derive fresh insights, and draw original conclusions.

Our primary text will be The Language of Composition. The Language of Composition is organized thematically by such subjects as education, nature, and politics.  The chapters include mostly essays, but also contain fiction, poetry, and visual pieces. When we cover these chapters, you will be answering many of the dreaded “questions at the back of the chapter.”  However, I think you’ll find these questions considerably more helpful and relevant than the questions you’ve encountered in your previous literature books. 
Each chapter ends with a helpful section titled “Grammar as Rhetoric and Style,” which we will cover.  These sections will help you master complex sentences, various types of subordinate clauses, parallel structure, avoid vague and confusing pronoun use, employ strong verbs, and place modifiers correctly.  Rather than simply learning the rules, you’ll be learning how to apply them to your desired rhetorical effect.  

I will supplement our course work with texts from Short Takes and the Glencoe American Literature book.  

Outside Reading

What about novels?  Don’t worry, even though this class focuses on nonfiction, I realize that many, if not most, of you will be taking AP Literature next year, and you don’t want to forget all about themes, symbols, motifs, and fun things that you’ll need for AP Literature next year.   

For outside reading, you will cover the two novels required of Junior Honors students, The Scarlet Letter and The Great Gatsby, and the play required, The Crucible.  We will also read 1984, which is not an American novel, but a novel important to the study of language nonetheless. 
You will have a project for each text in which you will analyze the way the other creates his message.
Revision

Revision of your work will be in an important component of this course. Most students are resistant to this, but you will find in time that embracing revision will improve the quality of your work dramatically.  For the sake of argument, I’ll accept that you may be able to write an A paper your first time.  But I don’t accept that you can write the best paper you are capable of writing on the first try.
I want you to understand that revision is more than proofreading and correcting grammatical errors.  Revision at times will mean wholesale rewriting of your paper.  This is a good thing.  Expect your first draft to be your initial thoughts on a subject.  Then, once you see them laid out on paper, the real thinking begins.  Once you’ve read your first draft, you may end up rewriting your paper with an entirely different thesis. Embrace the fluidity of the thought process.  Keep an open mind, and be willing to change it.  
Many of the papers we write this year will be subject to “official” revision, meaning that you will be required to submit a number of drafts, but you should be writing drafts and revising them on your own for all papers.  I’ll help you along the way.  I comment on papers extensively, and I expect you to take the opportunity to come to my room after school for help. At times I may require it. I’ll be in my room until 3:00 most Mondays and Tuesdays. Additional appointments can be made as needed.  

Your classmates will prove to be invaluable in the revision process.  I’ll allow some time in class for peer review.  Take their suggestions to heart. You may not want to follow all of them, but keep in mind that you’re writing for an audience, and they are it.  You may know what you’re trying to say, but if your reader doesn’t, there may be a problem.  

Rules, Regulations, and Assorted Administrative Necessities

Tardiness
I’m not a big fan of lateness.  It shows disrespect for me and for your fellow students.  Please be on time for all classes.

Attendance

We will be following the school absence policy.  For every day you are absent, you will be required to make up the work or suffer a two point deduction to your quarter grade. After sixteen absences, you will fail the course.

This is an advanced course, and we will be moving quickly.  I recommend you make it to school as much as possible, or you’ll find yourself falling behind fast.  
Conduct

I shouldn’t have to say this, but no texting in class. The penalty for the first offense is confiscation of your phone, which will not be returned to you until 2:15.  For the second offense, I’ll turn the phone over to your dean, and your parents will have to come and pick it up. So, don’t do it.

No food in my classroom, please.

Grading

I’ll be grading on a point system.  Most major assignments will count for 100 points.  Other assignments, like quick writes and quizzes will vary.  Long term projects and longer assignments will count for 200 points. 
You will be provided with rubrics for all assignments.

Cheating

The old saw, “You’re only cheating yourself” is very much true in this class.  A part of me is inclined to let anyone who wants to cheat do so, and then see how they do on the AP test.  But there are implications for class rank and GPA, and in order to be fair to everyone in the class, I will deal harshly with anyone caught plagiarizing.  If you are caught plagiarizing, you get a 0 on the assignment, you will have to redo the assignment for no credit, and you will be referred to your dean for disciplinary action.  You should also note that cheating will affect your chances of being admitted into National Honors Society and your chances of getting teachers to write college recommendations.
Saturday Sessions

MMSI sponsors three workshops for AP students throughout the year.  These sessions are designed to help all students succeed on the AP Exam.  All students are expected to attend all sessions! Because of the work and time commitment involved in attending these sessions, certain accommodations (exemption from assignments, for instance) will be made for those students who attend.
Schedule for Saturday AP Sessions for the 2011-2012 school year

· September 24: Breaking down the AP Exam

· January 7: Mock Exam

· March 3: Deconstructing the Exam
